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          Annual Inspection and Certification of Amusement Rides and 

 
(a)      No amusement ride or device shall be operated in this sta

it is annually inspected by a qualified inspector or an
approved by the Commissioner, and the qualified ins
engineer has certified to the Commissioner that: 

      (1) in his or her judgment, the amusement ride or device
to or exceeds the standards set forth here in and 
edition of the ASTM Standards on Amusement R
Devices (2000), and is reasonably safe for public use;

       (2) in his or her judgment, the amusement ride or dev
reasonably safe for public use, and the reasons there 

(b)     An amusement ride or device required to be certified for lic
operate within the State of Connecticut must be inspec
qualified inspector or a  Connecticut professional enginee
been approved on an annual basis by the Commissio
following qualifications shall be considered as minimum 
to satisfy the requirements. 

(1) A qualified inspector shall mean a person who has do
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that he or she
minimum of 10 years of experience in design, repair, 
or inspection of amusement rides and devices, at lea
of which were involved in actual amusement ride 
inspection with a manufacturer, government 
amusement park, carnival or insurance underw
considerable knowledge, education and experience i
practices, electrical requirements, principals of mecha
structural engineering, non-destructive testing, h
pneumatics and the A.S.T.M. requirements for am
rides and devices; (iii) completed at least 80 hours 
education within the last 5 years from an agency app
the Commissioner for amusement  ride safety; Non-d
training, as determined by the Commissioner, 
substituted for up to one-half of the 80 hours; and (iv) 
not less than 15 hours per year of continuing e
approved by the Commissioner for amusement ride sa
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(2) An approved engineer shall mean a person who has 
documented to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that he or 
she has (i) a current civil or structural engineering license 
issued by the Connecticut Department of Consumer Protection; 
(ii)  considerable knowledge of amusement rides and devices; 
and (iii) must attend training related to construction, 
maintenance, repair or inspection of amusement rides and 
devices, as approved by the Commissioner. 

(c) No qualified inspector or engineer shall be assigned or contracted 
to conduct an inspection under this section if a conflict of interest 
issue is present.  The Commissioner shall resolve questions 
involving a potential conflict of interest and make such 
determination.      

(d) The qualified inspector or the engineer shall inspect an amusement 
ride or device in a disassembled configuration prior to the initial use 
in Connecticut each year and as often as the Authority Having 
Jurisdiction shall direct.  If the amusement ride or device is 
homemade or altered beyond manufacturer acceptance, or the 
manufacturer fails to make recommendations as to the 
disassembled configuration, the qualified inspector or the engineer 
shall recommend what is deemed to be a disassembled 
configuration for the purpose of the certification inspection.  In all 
cases, the amusement ride or device shall be disassembled to the 
extent necessary so that its components may be viewed. 

(e)   The qualified inspector or the engineer, during the certification 
inspection, shall determine: 

(1)   if the amusement ride or device is a product of a registered 
ride or device manufacturer;  

(2)   if the amusement ride or device is homemade or so altered 
that the manufacturer will no longer accept it as its product; 

(3)   if the amusement ride or device is required to undergo 
nondestructive testing, and the extent of such testing; and 

(4) if the ride file jacket is complete and contains current 
information. 

(f) The qualified inspector’s or the engineer’s certification to the 
Commissioner shall state that the inspection of the individual 
amusement ride or device was conducted while the amusement ride 
or device was in a disassembled configuration; that the amusement 
ride or device components were found to be structurally sound, free of 
cracks, bends, breaks and other defects; that the amusement ride or 
device was subjected to nondestructive testing where required (a 
copy of the test firm's report of such testing shall be attached to the 
report); and that the amusement ride or device did not require further  
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repairs of any type prior to its assembly and operation; or that the 
amusement ride or device was unsafe.  If the amusement ride or device is 
determined to be unsafe, the qualified inspector’s or the engineer’s 
certification shall list the reasons for such determination.  If an 
amusement ride or device is altered, the owner of such ride or device 
shall inform the qualified inspector or engineer of the extent of the work.  
The engineer’s report to the Commissioner shall note any alterations and 
evaluate them for conformance with applicable standards. 

(g)   Nondestructive testing. 

(1) Nondestructive testing shall be conducted in accordance 
with the manufacturer’s instructions. 

 (2)   If the manufacturer has no requirements pertaining to 
nondestructive testing, or if the amusement ride or device is 
homemade or has been so altered that the manufacturer will 
no longer accept it as its product, an engineer approved by 
the Commissioner shall determine the areas of the 
amusement ride or device to be tested, the method of 
nondestructive testing to be used, and the frequency of such 
testing. 

(3)  Testing shall be conducted by an independent and qualified 
testing agency in accordance with the standards set forth in 
the sixth edition of the ASTM Standards on Amusement 
Rides and Devices (2000).  Testing by an amusement ride or 
device owner or manager shall not be acceptable. 

 
 
“Kiddie Ride" means a mechanical amusement ride or device designed primarily for use 
by children 12 years of age and under but which may accommodate adults. 

"Major Ride" means an amusement ride or device designed to carry adults and children 
that meet height or weight restrictions in cars or other suitable carriers for conveying 
riders requiring the use of constraining devices. 

"Constraining Device" means a strap, belt, bar, gate, or other safety device designed to 
prevent accidental or inadvertent dislodging of a rider from an amusement ride or device. 
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